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priation of public funds for its maintenance, and an effort will be made this
winter to secure from Congress a larger appropriation for the maintenance of
the work. An effort will also be made to secure funds to purchase and
equip one small park playground. It is the policy of the committee to urge
upon the city the acquisition of small parks to be used as playgrounds in
the various crowded sections, and they are urging an appropriation this winter
for the first of such playgrounds, wltich they hope to make a model and use
as an argument for the acquirement of others.

SEATTLE

By PROF. J. ALLEN SMITH, University of Washington, Seattle.

The first step looking toward the acquisition of land for park purposes
was taken by the municipal authorities of Seattle in 1884. Little was done,
however, during the following decade,. and not until about 1897 did the need
for public parks begin to receiye serious consideration. Since this date the

city has purchased three tracts of land-Woodland Park, containing 196
acres ; Washington Park, with an area of 128 acres, and City Park, of 125
acres. Woodland Park, situated in the northern part of the city, is a beautiful
piece of property; having a frontage of over half a mile on Green Lake.

Washington Park, which is situated in the east central part of the city,
extends for more than a mile along the shore of Lake Washington. City
Park is just outside of the city limits, and is at present unimproved. The

municipal authorities have also acquired through gift or purchase several
smaller pieces of property in various parts of the city.

A plan for the improvement and extension of the present park system,
prepared by a well-known landscape architect of Massachusetts, is now being
carried out under the direction of the municipal board of park commissioners.
The plan adopted, contemplates the preservation of some remnants of the

original forest which fortunately have not been destroyed. It will also utilize
the unusual advantages which Seattle possesses in the abundance, variety
and magniticence of its views of lake, sound and snow-capped mountains.

The campus of the University of Washington should also be mentioned
in connection with the Seattle park system. It contains 355 acres, a large
portion of which is in the original forest state. It lies between Lake Wash-

ington and Lake Union, having a water frontage of more than a mile on the
former and about a quarter of a mile on the latter. It is within the city
limits, and, though belonging to the state, is virtually a part of the municipal
park system.

During the last two or three years there has been a marked growth of
sentiment in favor of providing suitable means of recreation for the pupils
of the public schools. Several of the schools now have teeters, swings, hori-
zontal bars, basket ball and tennis courts, etc. The scheme of recreation and
amusement also includes a garden on or near the school grounds, which is
cared for by the children.
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